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DECEMBER 2016 NEWSLETTER 
Office@redeemerbristol.org 

www.RedeemerBristol.org                                                                                          

   

276-466-2950 

672 Island Road, Bristol VA, 24201  

 

Sunday Worship 10:30                                                                                   

Faith Formation    9:30      

Office Hours:  M-Thu 8:30-12:30  

 

FROM PASTOR AUSTIN . . . 

“…But let those who boast boast in this way, that they understand and 

know me, that I am the Lord; I act with steadfast love, justice, and 

righteousness in the earth, for in these things I delight, says the Lord.” –

Jeremiah 9:24 

The knowledge and 

understanding of God is 

a gift, and something 

for which we should 

boast.  A gift we have 

received, as well as 

continue to appreciate, 

especially as we focus 

on the Messiah coming again this Advent.  Our greatest understanding of 

God is through the flesh of Jesus Christ who came first in a manger, 

unexpectedly as a dribbling baby.  This was and is a gift.  In the ancient 

prophetic words of Jeremiah the gift of knowledge and understanding of 

God reveals to us the pure essence of who God is and how we should 

boast about the Lord.  Knowledge of God means we understand God’s 

ways.  God offers steadfast love, meaning loyalty through God’s 

covenantal relationship.  Justice defines God’s desire for a community 

that values harmony.  Finally, righteousness in God is what brings the 

honest harmony to the community.  These are gifts from God based on 

our knowledge we have of our Creator.  These are the same gifts God 

desires in turn we pass onto our neighbor: steadfast love, justice, and 

righteousness.  This is our gift back to God, to uphold these virtues, even 

in our times of tumult and disarray.  This is the gift we can perpetually 

give our neighbors this Advent and into the season of Christmas.              

CALENDAR 

02 Food Pantry 

05 Martha Circle 

08 Church Council 

13 Meals-On-Wheels 

24 Christmas Eve Service 

27 Sonshine Club 

01 Mary Proctor 

03 Jerry Baker 

23 Grady Mowl 

24 Carmen Ashley 

28 John Taff, III 

 

22   Mike & Patt Phipps 

26   Rex & Linda Evans 

 

02 Martha Circle 

06 Food Pantry 

10 Meals-On-Wheels 

24 Sonshine Club 
 

 

http://www.redeemerbristol.org/
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FROM RANDALL BROOKS AND FAMILY   Thanks everyone for the visits, food, cards, and condolences for our family 

during Roger’s illness and death.  We were blessed with so much love and expressions of sympathy.  
 

 
 

FAMILY PROMISE NEWS  BY ELLEN LEACH Volunteers needed: In order to have a smooth transition of leadership, we 

need 3 team volunteers to perform the three basic roles to prepare for our hosting week. These positions need to be 

filled by mid-January, so this is a priority! 

 

 Role 1: Overseer (2-person job): Main duties are communication with volunteers (1 to 2 hrs.); prepare rooms 

(15 min.); greet family upon arrival and show them around (1/2 hr.). 

 

 Role 2: Food Recruiter (1 person):  Breakfast/lunch food items.  Obtain list from family of their food needs, 

prepare list, and enlist volunteers to buy food items.   (This job has been filled! Thank you Cindy Tauscher.) 

 

 Role 3: Vol. Scheduler (2 persons): Recruit volunteers to cook and/or host a meal, or stay overnight for 

Sunday thru Wednesday. (Our support church handles Thursday thru Sunday.  (1 -3 hrs.) 

 

My plan is to have these teams perform these roles for one year. We usually host 4 to 5 times a year. 

We will recruit another group of leadership teams in the fall of 2017 for the following year. I will work closely with 

each team until they are comfortable to do these tasks on their own. 

 

Please contact me if you are interested in supporting this worthy cause.  

 

Families:  As of November 16
th

, we still have one family in the program— Amber and 

her three children.  Amber has a job and works from 8:30 am to 3:30 pm, Monday through Friday.  She and the kids 

are making progress.  

 

Redeemer Hosting Week:  Our next hosting week is January 29 thru February 4.   

 

Thank you. 
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SNACK PACK NEWS BY ELLEN LEACH   We currently have 15 volunteers buying and filling 2 bags per student of food 

items for the children’s 3-week holiday vacation.  

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!  

 
 

MINNICK SCHOOL BY ELLEN LEACH   First, THANK YOU, for your donations to buy the Minnick School students 

shoes! Lori was thrilled to receive these funds to go towards shoes and socks for the students!  

 

A new student, a female, just started at the school last week for a total of 5 children at the school. 

  

The kids will be presenting a (very) short play on December 13.  This is their first play ever, and Lori has invited us 

to attend. This won’t be Barter Theatre caliber, but the kids would enjoy having us as an audience.  More details to 

follow.  

 

Please visit the “Compassion Project: Mile in My Shoes” exhibit at the Wm, King Art Museum. It will be on 

exhibit the full month of January.  Here is the link to the museum’s webpage: 

http://www.williamkingmuseum.org/compassion-project-walk-a-mile-in-my-shoes/.  

 

There are some angels on the Angel Tree for the Minnick School kids.  Please bring your wrapped gift to the 

narthex by Sunday, December 17, and label it with “MINNICK SCHOOL” and the child’s first name. Thank you for 

your support for this Lutheran Family Services sponsored school.    

                                                                     

 
 

ANNUAL REPORT SUMMARIES BY PAT HUNTER   It’s that time of year again.   Time to write your annual report 

summarizing all the activities of your group (including, but not restricted to) Council, Worship and Music, Staff, 

Christian Ed, Altar Guild, WELCA, etc.  These reports need to be in electronic format and submitted to the Church 

Office by December 31.  Our regular congregational meeting is mid-January next year, so we need them on time, so 

they can be compiled and ready for distribution at the meeting.  
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A BRIEF EXPLANATION OF THE CHRISMON TREE BY JARON WEATHERLY   One of the highlights and noticeable changes 

during the season of Advent is the presence of the Chrismon tree. While many people have a Christmas tree in their 

homes, the Chrismon tree is quite different, both in its meaning and its purpose. The meaning of the tree itself is a 

literal representation of Christ as the tree of life, while the ornaments that adorn the tree are known as Chrismons or 

Christ monograms that have roots dating back to the earliest days of Christianity. These ornaments were first used on 

the Chrismon tree of Ascension Lutheran Church in Danville, Virginia, in 1957 by Mrs. Frances Kipps Spencer. 

However, these designs have been used by Christ's followers since biblical times. They are, therefore, the heritage of 

all Christians and serve to remind each of us, regardless of denomination, of the One whose birth we look forward to 

during the Advent season. Much the same as the medieval use of iconography and symbolism, these ornaments use 

rich and literal symbols in order to tell the story and meaning of Christ. Mrs. Spencer is noted as having stated that no 

Chrismon tree is ever complete until we come to see it and have the story of Christ explained to us through the 

ornaments. 

 

 
 

LESSONS & CAROLS FOR ADVENT BY MARCIA COOPER   On Sunday, December 18, our regular 10:30 worship service will 

be a service of Lessons and Carols for Advent.  The service will include scripture readings alternating with 

congregational hymns, anthems by the choir, handbells, instrumental accompaniments, and will conclude with the 

celebration of Holy Communion.  The scripture readings are from Isaiah and the gospel of Luke, as these words 

reveal the hope and expectation of a world awaiting the coming of the Savior.  The Advent hymns and anthems also 

sing of God's promises to set us free:  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel. Come worship with us in Word and Song on 

Sunday, December 18. 

 
 

ATTENTION ALL DRIVERS & RIDERS BY JARON WEATHERLY   In our congregation there are lots of drivers and some who 

could use a ride to our church events.  As we approach the Advent Season (which starts on November 27) we are 

trying to pair experienced drivers with enthusiastic riders to get both to these events, such as the Advent soup suppers 

prior to the mid-week Advent services.  Drivers need to have a vehicle that is easy to get into and out of and could 

handle a walker or other assistive aid.  Our plan is to ask a driver to pick up one or two riders at about 5:30-5:45 p.m. 

and transport them to the dinner.  The dinner starts at 6 p.m., and the service is usually over by about 7:15 p.m.  Just 

think, you don’t need to worry about making dinner that night, and you get a chance to visit however briefly with 

another member as you ride to and from Redeemer.  We’ll see that you are nourished both physically and spiritually 

as you prepare for Christmas.  You don’t need to do it every Wednesday.  With lots of volunteers you may only need 

to do it one Wednesday.  Please consider joining us for Advent dinners and services and BRING A FRIEND!  Sign-

up sheets for both drivers and riders will be available in the Narthex early in November.  See you there. 
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MARTHA CIRCLE The Martha Circle will meet on Sunday, December 4, at 2PM in the church parlor for our annual 

Tasting Tea. Members will provide finger foods, appetizers, and hot tea for this fun occasion. There will be a short 

program and fellowship.  All ladies of the church are invited. 

 

 
 

NURSERY As we continue to grow here at Redeemer, we are currently looking for volunteers to help Lauren Cox with 

the nursery on Sunday mornings. A sign-up sheet has been placed on the bulletin board in the narthex to schedule a 

time you can volunteer. Please consider volunteering. 

 

 
 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Laura Doughty 

Linda Evans 

Howard Johnson 

Cathy Jones 

Ellen Leach 

Pastor Austin Propst 

Curt Rutherford 

Rob Rutherford 

Patsy Tauscher 

David Werth 

Scarlett Cox, Incoming 

Mark Lambert, Incoming 

 

 
 

MOW BY KRISTIN MULLINS teams delivered 50 meals in November. The meal consisted of baked ham, 

pineapple casserole, green beans and potatoes, rolls, and dessert.   Many thanks to Roxie Maiden, 

Shirley Hill, and Kristin Mullins for providing the food. Thanks to our drivers/deliverers: Charlotte 

and John Taff, Cathy Jones and Roxie Maiden, Kristin Mullins and Frank Leach, Carol Callanan and 

Ellen Miller, and Cathy Ferris and Martha Ann Hurley. Special thanks to Neta Brooks and Muneen 

Stenberg for clean-up. 
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                              ALTAR GUILD 

 

                                                                 

                                                               
                                                                          

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Date Altar Bread 

December 4 Martha Ann Hurley Martha Ann Hurley 

December 11 Laura Doughty Pat Werth 

December 18 Laura Doughty Pat Werth 

December 24 Jaron Weatherly Pat Werth 

December 25 Jaron Weatherly Jaron Weatherly 

HEAR OUR PRAYERS FOR... 
Jerry Baker 

Kevin Bevins 

Ina Ruth Bounds 

Roger Brooks 

Faye Carr 

Ginger Dinsmore 

Liz Dollar and children 

Barbra Doughty 

Cliff Ferris 

Gloria Ferris 

Ruth Ferris 

David Ford 

Kim Geiger 

Gwendolyn Gratz 

Ireland Family 

Warren James 

Ralph Marchela 

Maggie McClellan 

Chuck Parsell 

Dot Remine 

Margie Sherman 

Cathy Stewart 

Sullins Willett 
 

...And for all God's children we 

trust into the mercy of our Lord 

& Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 

THE ALTAR GUILD NEEDS  YOUR HELP  
BY JARON WEATHERLY    
The 2017 sign-up sheet for altar guild duties is  

on the bulletin board in the narthex at this  

time. Please consider what month or duty  

would be convenient for you and sign up. If you  

are unfamiliar with the altar guild, but are interested in 

giving your  time to this ministry, please don’t hesitate to 

call or e-mail Jaron Weatherly at  

276-494-3474 or jaronweatherly@yahoo.com.Your help is 

needed and greatly appreciated! 
 

mailto:jaronweatherly@yahoo.com
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'TIS THE SEASON FOR SINGING AND RINGING 

BY MARCIA COOPER 

HANDBELL CHOIR Our handbell choir, directed by Jaron Weatherly, is seeking new ringers, as we are preparing  

handbell music for the season of Advent and Christmas.  We invite anyone who is interested in ringing a bell or two 

to join now.  You need not know anything about tintinnabulation (that's a fancy word for "bell ringing").  You will be 

taught the basic techniques and will soon learn to be part of an ensemble.  Pastor Austin said you only need to be able 

to count to 3.  Actually, he was wrong.  You really need to be able to count to 4 -- and sometimes to 6 -- and everyone 

can do that.  The handbell choir rehearses at 6:30 on Tuesday evenings for one hour.  Give it a try! 

 

PARISH CHOIR The parish choir has changed its rehearsal time from 7 p.m. on Wednesday to 6:30.  Our choir is also 

looking for new members, even if you can only participate during the Advent and Christmas season.  We are starting 

our preparations for an Advent Lessons & Carols service, which will be a part of the morning worship service on 

December 18.  If you join now, you will be learning new music along with everyone else.  Being able to read music is 

not a requirement, and there are no auditions.  If you love to sing, love choral music, would like to be part of a 

congenial and fun group, and can come to Wednesday evening rehearsals (plus occasional extra rehearsals), you will 

be most welcome.  And you'll be glad you came! 

 

 
 

CHANCEL FLOWERS by Jaron Weatherly The flower chart for 2017 is posted in the narthex. Please consider giving 

flowers for the beautification of our worship space. If you are interested in donating flowers, please sign your name to 

the Sunday you prefer and leave the information you would like printed in the bulletin, in regards to the flowers, with 

Marge in the office. Due to rising flower costs the price per arrangement has risen to $35.00. Please take this into 

account and make your checks payable to Redeemer (for $35.00) and place them in the church office. If you have any 

questions or specific instructions for your flower arrangement (color, type of flower, et cetera), please contact Jaron 

Weatherly by phone at 276-494-3474 or by e-mail at jaronweatherly@yahoo.com. REMINDER: Please also 

remember to return the green vase liners and wooden flower stands to the sacristy. Thank you. 

 

 
 

FOOD PANTRY BY PATSY TAUSCHER Thanks to John Taff , Sandy Shuler, and Patsy Tauscher for volunteering in the Food 

Pantry. If there is anyone interested in working in the Food Pantry, please contact Patsy Tauscher. 
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LUMINARIES by Jaron Weatherly As we progress through the Church Year toward Advent season, it's time to mention 

that we plan to continue our tradition of luminaria here at Redeemer this Christmas Eve. In the past we have used both 

plastic milk jugs and paper bags for our luminaries. While paper bags are far more easily prepared and cleaned up, 

this year we will return to the re-usable plastic milk jugs we have used in the past and which we gathered last year. On 

that note, we ask that you begin saving your various plastic, one-gallon jugs to be used as our luminaries. While clear 

jugs are preferable, any jug will be usable. Such examples of containers are sold holding anything from milk, to 

water, to tea, et cetera. We ask that the jugs being donated are thoroughly rinsed out before being left in the 

handbell/choir room where they will be collected weekly. In addition, a small display further explaining other 

specifics will be placed in the narthex until the 18th of December. For further questions please call or e-mail Jaron 

Weatherly at 276-494-3474 or jaronweatherly@yahoo.com   

 
 

FAMILY PROMISE BY ELLEN LEACH  After serving for 4 years, I will be stepping down from my leadership position of 

Family Promise coordinator effective December 31. It would be best to have a team or 2 or 3 individuals to 

coordinate activities in advance of our hosting weeks here at Redeemer. There are step–by-step processes in place to 

simplify this semi-annual event, which takes approximately 6 hours of preparation.  These hours would be reduced 

per person in a team effort, so this opportunity would be easy for retired or working individuals.   I will work closely 

to guide and support the new team.  Please prayerfully consider taking this opportunity to serve Redeemer and our 

community in Christ’s name. I will be available to answer any questions you have. Contact any council member if 

you have an interest. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

        

        

         

DECEMBER WORSHIP SERVICE LEADERS 

 

December 4:       Jaron Weatherly & Allyson Rutherford 

December 7:  Lisa Weatherly  

December 11:   Pat Hunter & Aaron Hurd 

December 14:  Crystal Hurd 

December 18:     Barry Proctor & Crystal Hurd 

December 21:  Allyson Rutherford 

December 24:  Anne Pratt Proctor 

December 25:  Rob Rutherford 

Altar Guild:     Jaron Weatherly 

 

 


