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OCTOBER 2016 NEWSLETTER 
Office@redeemerbristol.org 

www.RedeemerBristol.org                                                                                          

   

276-466-2950 

672 Island Road, Bristol VA, 24201  

 

Sunday Worship 10:30                                                                                   

Faith Formation    9:30      

Office Hours:  M-Thu 8:30-12:30  

 

From the Pastor… 

So can I park or not?  There are times in life when doing this or 

that will go against that but help this.  Who to vote for in this 

years unprecedented election?  Do you put the money in the cup 

of a homeless person on the streets, but maybe it will encourage 

an unhealthy habit?  Should I invite that person to church even 

they don’t look, act, or seem “like” one of us?  Conundrums.  

The same can be said about faith, a faith that has been passed 

down through the Holy Scriptures for centuries.  Jesus scolds 

Peter to put the sword  down, but earlier in his ministry says                                                     

 “I have come not to bring peace, but fire and division.”  I 

thought Adam was to die the day he ate the forbidden fruit, but 

he lived to be 930 years old.  Is it an “eye for an eye, tooth for a 

tooth,” or to “turn the other check?”  Faith is hard, it puts us in a 

pickle, and can feel inconsistent at times.  Do I park here or not, 

the signs say both?  I always err on the side of how Jesus’ gospel message consistently 

speaks to me in my life.  Therefore whether he is speaking from Deuteronomy “to love 

the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might.”  

Or I am quoting Jesus from Mathew, Mark, or Luke where the New Testament has the 

same phrase.  We are given a new covenant that stems from these ancient Hebrew texts 

that adds the loving of others as you love yourself.  For me, my faith is foundational in 

loving God, being loved by God, and loving others.  Faith can feel inconsistent, the 

contradicting messages in life are confusing, but one thing is for sure; we are called to 

love because we are loved unconditionally.  There are no discrepancies here.       

 
Drivers for Advent.  Can you believe the season of Advent will be here next 

month?  New this year, in hopes more people will be able to attend our mid-

week Soup and Vespers, we will be offering a pick-up/drop-off service.  For 

those that do not drive at night, you can sign up to have a member of Redeemer 

pick you up at your home and drop you off after our Wednesday evenings 

together.  That means we will need drivers, too!  There is a sign-up sheet in the 

narthex for riders and drivers.  If you have questions talk with Pat Hunter or 

Pastor Austin.   

 
 

 
OCTOBER 

03 Martha Circle 

07 Food Pantry  

08 Meals-on-Wheels 

13 Church Council 

25 Sonshine Club 

 

October Birthdays                                                
04 Pat Werth 

05 Marcia Cooper 

13 Rubina Bevins 

14 Drew Proffitt 

21 Neta Brooks 

29 Carol Callanan 

 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES 

01  Curt & Allyson Rutherford 

10  Frank & Ellen Leach 

24  Barry & Anne Proctor 

26  Paul & Martha Ann Hurley 

 

NOVEMBER 
04 Food Pantry 

07 Martha Circle                       

08 Meals-on-Wheels 

10  Church Council 

22 Sonshine Club 

 

mailto:Office@redeemerbristol.org
http://www.redeemerbristol.org/
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The Martha Circle will meet on Monday night, October 3rd @ 6PM in the fellowship hall.  We will be finishing the 

cleaning of the kitchen cabinets and lining them with new shelving paper.  All ladies of the church are welcomed to 

attend and help with this much needed cleaning in our Church Kitchen.  Carol Callanan will be hosting the meeting. 

 
New Outreach Opportunity Here at Redeemer.  The wellness organization, Weight Watchers, will be using our 

fellowship hall beginning later this month for their weekly meetings.  Along with guidance from Pastor Austin, our 

church council has decided we have a wonderful community outreach opportunity to minister to those that not only 

are seeking a more healthy lifestyle, but quite possible to those that have never heard the Lutheran words of 

forgiveness and grace.  The group will meet on Wednesday afternoons, where Pastor Austin hopes to be available to 

meet and greet our new neighbors.  It is a great privilege to share our facility God has blessed us with to those in our 

community.  This is a fantastic prospect to open the doors to the community, as well as open our hearts to what the 

Holy Spirit might have in store for us with this group who seek wellness in their lives.  Thanks be to God!    

          
 

As we continue to grow here at Redeemer, we are currently looking for volunteers to help Lauren Cox with the 

nursery on Sunday mornings. A sign-up sheet has been placed on the bulletin board in the narthex any time you can  

volunteer. Please consider volunteering 

 
 

Linda Evans, John Taff, and Howard Johnson were our volunteers in September for Bristol Emergency Food 

Pantry. We give thanks for these faithful volunteers. We serve the food pantry the first Friday of every month from 1 

to 4, and we welcome new volunteers. Please consider giving of your time once a month. You can see Patsy Taucher 

or call her at 423-612-3574. 

 

MOW teams delivered 50 meals in September. The meal consisted of tuna noodle casserole with peas, fruit 

cocktail, rolls, and dessert.  Many thanks to Kristin Mullins, Charlotte Taff, Patsy Tauscher, Roxie Maiden, 

and Shirley Hill  for providing the food. Thanks to our drivers/deliverers: Patsy Tauscher and Charlotte Taff; Howard 

Johnson and Rex Evans; Kristin Mullins and Frank Leach ; Carol Callanan, Cathy Jones, and Ellen Miller; and Cliff 

and Cathy Ferris. Special thanks to Muneen Stenberg and Roxie Maiden for clean-up. 

 

Mark your calendars please!  On October 23 and 30 Council will be holding informational sessions for 

congregation members regarding the proposed Sabbatical Leave Policy which was published in the September 

Newsletter.  These meetings will be held in the sanctuary immediately after the Service.  Please plan to attend one or 

both of these meetings to learn more about the plan and have your questions regarding it answered.  The vote on the 

policy will take place November 20 as part of the called congregation meeting with Thanksgiving dinner to approve 

the 2017 budget.   

 

FAMILY PROMISE week will be held October 16-23, 2016.  This is a week for us to celebrate the work Family 

Promise does.  Please be on the lookout for some exciting opportunities we are planning for that week! Our next 

Family Promise week here at our church is October 16 to 22. Please let Ellen Leach know if you can volunteer 

to serve this worthy cause. 
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Special Events Planned for Sunday October 16 

You won’t want to miss worship at Redeemer on Sunday October 16! 

We will be celebrating the ministry of Marcia Cooper, Director of Music, on her 10
th

 anniversary here at Redeemer.  

A special piece of music has been commissioned by renowned Lutheran composer and hymnwriter Carl Schalk, and 

he will be joining us for worship.  The King University Symphonic Choir will also be our guests that day, and a 

covered dish luncheon will follow the service! 

A small team from the Music Department began planning for this event last summer.  When we were trying to 

determine the best way to honor Marcia’s anniversary here at Redeemer as well as her lifetime of service to the 

Lutheran Church, the idea occurred to commission a special piece of music in her honor.  “Lord, Thou Hast Been Our 

Refuge” was composed this summer by Dr. Schalk, and it was presented to Marcia as a surprise at the choir rehearsal 

on Wednesday, September 21.  The text of the anthem is excerpted from Psalm 90, Marcia’s favorite:   

Lord, thou hast been our dwelling place in all generations. 
2 

Before the mountains were brought forth, or 

ever thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God. 
3 

Thou turnest man to destruction; and sayt, Return, you children of men…
12 

So teach us to number our 

days, that we may apply our hearts to wisdom. 

For members of the congregation who would like to contribute to this occasion, the council has authorized the 

collection of a love offering that will be presented to Marcia as a gift in recognition of her service to the church.  If 

you would like to participate, please mark your check “love offering – Cooper” and place in the offering plate or send 

to the church office. 

About Marcia 

Marcia Cooper has served as Director of Music at Redeemer Church since 

2006.  Her primary duties at Redeemer include oversight of all aspects of the 

music program at Redeemer, including the adult choir, handbell choir, soloists, 

and instrumentalists.  Additionally, she is the principal organist for all services 

and the director of the adult choir.   

Marcia earned a Bachelor of Arts in Fine Arts – Organ from Roanoke College 

in Roanoke, Virginia, and a Master of Music in Ethnomusicology from Kent 

State University in Kent, Ohio.  She is a member of the American Guild of 

Organists and the Association of Lutheran Church Musicians.  She has served 

Lutheran parishes in Tennessee and Virginia and also served with her 

husband, the late Rev. John J. Cooper, as a Lutheran missionary to Thailand from 1976-1982.   

Marcia lives in Blountville, Tennessee, on her family’s farm where she enjoys cooking and summer gardening. 
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About Dr. Schalk 

Dr. Carl Flentge Schalk (born 1929) is a noted Lutheran 

composer, author, and lecturer. Between 1965 and 2004 he 

taught church music at Concordia University Chicago.   

During this time he guided the development of the university's 

Master of Church Music degree, which has since graduated 

more than 140 students.  Schalk was a member of the Inter-

Lutheran Commission on Worship, which produced Lutheran 

Book of Worship in 1978.    

Dr. Schalk graduated in 1952 from Concordia University Chicago (then known as Concordia Teachers College River 

Forest) with a B.S. in education and proceeded to earn a M.Mus from the Eastman School of Music and an M.A.R. 

from Concordia Seminary in Saint Louis.  

Schalk is well known for his numerous choral compositions as well as his more than 100 hymn tunes and carols, 

many of which are known to this congregation.  His hymn tunes are found in modern Christian hymnals of various 

denominations. He is also the author of several books on Lutheran music and hymnody.  

About the Symphonic Choir 

The King University Symphonic Choir will be our guests at the morning 

worship service on Sunday October 16.   

 

The Symphonic Choir, under the direction of Dr. W. Patrick Flannagan, is 

the largest mixed-voice vocal ensemble at King Univeristy, a private, 

comprehensive University founded in the Presbyterian tradition.  

 

The choir has toured extensively throughout the eastern United States and 

overseas. The students enjoy attending and learning about a liturgical 

service, and we enjoy their delightful sounds and their strong worship 

leadership.  

Dr. Pat Flannagan is now in his 34th year on the faculty at King University where he teaches music history, 

conducting, musicology, choir, and voice. Dr. Flannagan is also the founding conductor of the Voices of the 

Mountains. Flannagan earned a B.A. in Psychology from King College, B.M. in Church Music, and a M.M. in Choral 

Conducting from Westminster Choir College, and a Ph.D. in Musicology from The Catholic University of America. 

We hope you will be present for worship on Sunday October 16 to welcome the choir, and please bring an extra dish 

for the covered dish fellowship luncheon to follow, so that our guests might also be fed.  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lutheranism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Concordia_University_Chicago
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lutheran_Book_of_Worship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lutheran_Book_of_Worship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastman_School_of_Music
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Concordia_Seminary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hymn_tune
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carol_(music)
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Redeemer to Celebrate “God’s Work. Our Hands.”  

“God’s work. Our hands.” day is an opportunity to celebrate who we are as the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) – one church, freed in Christ to 

serve and love our neighbor. 

On Saturday October 1, volunteers from Redeemer Lutheran Church will join with 

4 million other Lutherans from the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America for the 

second annual “God’s Work. Our Hands.” – a dedicated day of service which began 

in 2015 to commemorate the 

25th anniversary of the 

denomination.   

Our day of service will benefit 

the Minnick School, a new school in Bristol, Virginia which is run by 

Lutheran Family Services of Virginia.  This school serves students who, for 

one reason or another, have had difficulty in the mainstream public 

school system. 

The Minnick School opened its doors in spring 2016 at the former Janie 

Hammit girls’ group home building.  There are opportunities available for 

any type of work, including outdoor trimming and  landscaping; indoor 

and outdoor painting; organization of books, clothing, school supplies, 

and other donated materials; and more!  See the complete list that 

follows this article.  You can sign up in advance for the job that best suits 

your abilities. 

Lunch will be provided.  Please plan to wear your yellow “God’s 

Work. Our Hands.” t-shirt.  If you need a shirt, see Pat Hunter.  

Service activities offer an opportunity for us to explore one of our 

most basic convictions as Lutherans: that all of life in Jesus Christ – 

every act of service, in every daily calling, in every corner of life – 

flows freely from a living, daring confidence in God’s grace. 

We work every day to make our community a better place. Let’s do 

this work together! 

A volunteer sign-up sheet is posted in the Narthex.  If you have 

any questions, see Pr. Austin, Rob or Curt Rutherford, Ellen 

Leach, or Pat Hunter. 

Allyson carries items at last year’s Day of 

Service while Pr. Austin and Barry look on. 

The entrance of the new Minnick School which 

opened in Spring 2016 in Bristol. 

Pat and Laura organizing donations of clothing at 

Abuse Alternatives at last year’s Day of Service. 
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Here are the tasks we came up with for possible Redeemer volunteer day. There are tasks for folks of every 

ability level, both indoors and outdoors, physical and organizational. 

 

INSIDE CHORES Candidate 

 

OUTSIDE CHORES Candidate 

General organization and cleaning team 
 

Clean outside Windows   

Organize clothes/shoes by size- Kid's closet 

room 
2 volunteers 

 

Power wash sidewalks & decking 

(porch) Jaron Weatherly 

Box up un-needed items 3 volunteers 
 

Power wash concrete table/stools Brian Sailor 

Remove un-needed items heavy lifter 

 

Power wash doors outside   

Deliver un-needed items to shelters heavy lifter 

 

Paint outdoor concrete picnic table   

Wash items going to shelters 

(sheets/blankets/pillows) senior member 

 

Landscaping in front 
  

Paint art room 

painting team 

 
Clean and/or Paint outside shutters   

Paint Lori's office  
 

Paint outdoor picnic table   

Paint nurses office and spruce it up 
 

Paint decking (porch) if needed   

Paint speech and therapy room 
 

Spray crabgrass   

Paint school work room 
 

Tree down needs sawed up    

Paint kitchen ceiling 
 

Trim bushes outside   

Dismantle office cubicles in middle school   
 

    

Unpack and organize school supplies in 

middle school 
2 volunteers 

     

Clean and organize closets   

   Lable maker for shelves sitting job 

   Organize closet outside kitchen   

 
DONATE How to donate 

Organize library books, remove age 

inappropiate books   

 

Shelving (call team first) Cash 

    

 

Paint and paint supplies Cash 

Lunch items needed for Day of Service 

volunteers  WHO 

 

Book ends   

Bottled water   

 

Boys underwear 8-16/18 Buy 

Tea and soft drink cans or containers   

 

Boy's socks- 3rd to 7th grade Buy 

Ice chest and ice for tea and soft drinks   

 

Table reading lamp (for library) Buy 

Crock pot soup Pat Hunter 

 

Clorex Wipes Buy 

Hot dogs in crockpot Ellen Leach 

 

Baby Wipes Buy 

Rolls Ellen Leach 

 

Tissues Buy 

Chips   

 

Meditating CD's Buy 

cole slaw or potato or macaroni salads   

 

World globe   

Condiments   

 

American flag Randall Brooks 

cookies   

 

Flag stand   

paper goods and cups, plastic ware   
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The Harvest Fest (we are combining the Fall Festival and the Hootenanny) will be held in the Fellowship Hall on Saturday, 

November 12, beginning at 5 pm. Come join the “country-fair-themed” evening of frivolity, food, and fellowship. More 

information is forthcoming or contact Lisa F. Weatherly or Marcia Cooper. 

 
 

Congratulations to our newly elected Council members Scarlett Cox and Mark Lambert, as well as to our re-elected 

Council member Rob Rutherford. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HEAR OUR PRAYERS FOR... 

Jerry Baker 

Kevin Bevins   

Ina Ruth Bounds 

Roger Brooks   

Faye Carr 

Judy Diltz   

Ginger Dinsmore 

Liz Dollar and children  

Barbra Doughty 

Cliff Ferris 

Gloria Ferris 

Ruth Ferris   

David Ford 

Kim Geiger 

Gwendolyn Gratz 

Ireland Family  

Warren James   

Ralph Marchela 

Maggie McClellan  

Irma Mishler 

Liz Murray   

Chuck Parsell 

Dot Remine   

Ellen Saddler 

Cathy Stewart   

Sullins Willett 

 

...And for all God's children we trust into 

the mercy of our Lord & Savior, Jesus 

Christ.  

 

COUNCILMEMBERS 

Laura Doughty 

Linda Evans 

Howard Johnson 

Cathy Jones 

Ellen Leach 

PastorAustinPropst 

Curt Rutherford 

Rob Rutherford 

Patsy Taucher 

David Werth 

Scarlett Cox, Incoming 

Mark Lambert, Incoming 

 

OCTOBER WORSHIP SERVICE LEADERS 

October 2:      Lisa Weatherly 

October 9:      Pat Hunter 

October16:  Rob Rutherford and Ellen Miller  

October 23:    Barry Proctor 

October 30:    Anne Pratt Proctor and Crystal Hurd 

Altar Guild:   Jaron Weatherly 

 

 


