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Welcome to each of you here in worship today at Redeemer Lutheran 

Church: To those over 60—whether you have grown up or not—or to the 

young ones who are growing up too fast, or to those who are in between.  Here 

in Christ's house, we welcome all: soccer dads, NASCAR moms, starving 

artists, tree-huggers, politicians, activists, and couch-potatoes.  We welcome 

those who have it all together in life, those who try, and those who wish they 

did.  We welcome you if you’re having difficulties, if you’re down in the 

dumps, or if you’re jumping for joy in the clouds—we’ve all been there.  Just like Jesus welcomed the 

outcast, gloomy, weird, rich, poor, tax collectors, politicians, rabbis, young, and old, we try again and 

again to do the same here at Redeemer.  Our hope is that you will feel the love our Creator God, in Christ 

Jesus, and by the Holy Spirit, offers you this and every day.  If there is anything I can be doing for you, 

just ask. -Peace, Pastor Austin.  

We welcome children with open arms and delight in having them participate in Worship as they are able. 

However, if parents choose, they may leave their infants and/or children up to 6 years of age with the 

nursery attendants. 

 

Holy Communion. The Table of the Lord is open for all to receive Holy Communion. During 

Communion, come forward as directed by the ushers.  You may receive the Communion bread and then 

either drink from the single common cup or dip your bread into either the red wine or white grape juice 

from the assistant holding two chalices.  If you are unable to come forward, please notify an usher, and 

Communion will be brought to you at your seat.  Anyone who does not wish to receive Communion may 

come forward to receive a blessing. 

 

As Members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, 

we are marked with the cross of Christ forever. We are claimed, gathered, and sent 

for the sake of the world. This is the mission statement of the ELCA. As members 

of the ELCA, we believe that we are freed in Christ to serve and love our 

neighbor. With our hands, we do God’s work of restoring and reconciling 

communities in Jesus’ name throughout the world. 

 

 

 

 

Marcia Cooper, Director of Music                                Pastor Austin Propst 
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L U T H E R A N  S E R V I C E  O F  W O R S H I P  
 

 
 

~ GATHERING ~ 
 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
PRELUDE           Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying           ̶  J.S. Bach 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                                                       p. 94 
 

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ One God,  

who comes to wake us from sleep, 

who leads us into the light of grace. 

Amen. 
 

Let us prepare the way of the Lord 

by confessing our sin against God and neighbor. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

God of all time, 

We confess that we have not prepared 

for your merciful reign among us. 

We ignore our neighbors in need 

and fail in the labor of justice and peace. 

In your mercy forgive us. 

Grant us wisdom to welcome your light 

and to seek the things that will endure 

until Christ comes again in glory. Amen. 
 

Comfort, O comfort my people,  

says your God. 

In ☩ Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven 

and all things are made new. 

Rejoice in this good news!  

Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN    Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying                   Hymn 436 
 

ADVENT WREATH BLESSING      Come Now, O Prince of Peace  

 

 

GREETING                                                                       p. 147 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

And also with you. 

 

KYRIE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY                                                     

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the 

threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for 

you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

~ WORD ~ 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 2:1-5 
1
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 

 

 
2
In days to come 

  the mountain of the LORD’s house 

 shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 

  and shall be raised above the hills; 

 all the nations shall stream to it. 

  
3
Many peoples shall come and say, 
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 “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 

  to the house of the God of Jacob; 

 that he may teach us his ways 

  and that we may walk in his paths.” 

 For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 

  and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 

 
4
He shall judge between the nations, 

  and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 

 they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 

  and their spears into pruning hooks; 

 nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

  neither shall they learn war any more. 
 

 
5
O house of Jacob, 

  come, let us walk 

  in the light of the LORD! 

 

Word of God. Word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

PSALM: Psalm 122 

 
 

 
1
I was glad when they | said to me, 

  “Let us go to the house | of the LORD.” 

 
2
Now our | feet are standing 

  within your gates, | O Jerusalem. 
 

3
Jerusalem is built | as a city 

  that is at unity | with itself; 

 
4
to which the tribes go up, the tribes | of the LORD, 

  the assembly of Israel, to praise the name | of the LORD. R 
 

5
For there are the | thrones of judgment, 

  the thrones of the | house of David. 

 
6
Pray for the peace | of Jerusalem: 

  “May they pros- | per who love you. 
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7
Peace be with- | in your walls 

  and quietness with- | in your towers. 

 
8
For the sake of my kindred | and companions, 

  I pray for | your prosperity. 
 

9
Because of the house of the | LORD our God, 

  I will seek to | do you good.” R 

SECOND READING: ROMANS 13:11-14 
Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives today in light of Christ’s 

coming in the future. 

 
11

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. 

For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 
12

the night is far gone, the day 

is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 
13

let us live 

honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, 

not in quarreling and jealousy. 
14

Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for 

the flesh, to gratify its desires.  
 

Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God. 
           

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

 

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

GOSPEL: Matthew 24:36-44 
Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, unexpected event that will bring salvation or judgment 

upon people caught up in the usual affairs of daily life. He urges people to be alert and expectant. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples,] 
36

“About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of 

heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 
37

For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of 

the Son of Man. 
38

For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying 

and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 
39

and they knew nothing until the 

flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. 
40

Then two 

will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 
41

Two women will be grinding meal 



- 8 - 

 

together; one will be taken and one will be left. 
42

Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on 

what day your Lord is coming. 
43

But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in 

what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let 

his house be broken into. 
44

Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an 

unexpected hour.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON                                                                             
 

HYMN OF THE DAY  Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding!   Hymn 246

            

CONFESSION OF FAITH:  THE APOSTLE’S CREED           p. 105 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

                                              

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION          

 Each prayer petition ends with 

 . . . let us pray. 

 Have mercy, O God. 
 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always.  

And also with you. 
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 MEAL ~ 
 

OFFERING 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. During 

this time, the table is set. After the offering is gathered, the assembly stands. Bread, wine, money, 

and other gifts may be brought forward. 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM  Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers                  -- arr. John Ferguson

               

OFFERTORY HYMN Now the Silence     

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Savior of the nations, come. Make your home here in us. Feed us with your love, 

that our faith shine ever new and our lives reveal your light. Amen. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING            p. 107 

 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

and praise to you…we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
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LORD'S PRAYER                                                           

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
 

COMMUNION 
 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

Amen. 
 

COMMUNION SONG 

 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS   Christ Be Our Light                  Hymn 715 

     Wait for the Lord                     Hymn 262 

                                                                              

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 

God for whom we wait, you come to us in the broken bread and the cup we share. 

Make us ready always to welcome Christ into our hearts, and send us forth to be your people in 

the world, announcing your coming among us in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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~ SENDING ~ 

 

BLESSING 
May Christ, the Sun of righteousness, shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your 

path. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG        The King Shall Come           Hymn 260                                  

 

DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Liturgies and hymns are from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24392. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 

the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Come, Now, O Prince of Peace; text and music Geonyong Lee. Used by permission under AF License #24392.  

Now the Silence; text Jaroslav Vajda; music Carl Schalk. ©Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission under AF 

License #24392. 


