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Welcome to each of you here in worship today at Redeemer Lutheran 

Church: To those over 60—whether you have grown up or not—or to the 

young ones who are growing up too fast, or to those who are in between.  Here 

in Christ's house, we welcome all: soccer dads, NASCAR moms, starving 

artists, tree-huggers, politicians, activists, and couch-potatoes.  We welcome 

those who have it all together in life, those who try, and those who wish they 

did.  We welcome you if you’re having difficulties, if you’re down in the 

dumps, or if you’re jumping for joy in the clouds—we’ve all been there.  Just like Jesus welcomed the 

outcast, gloomy, weird, rich, poor, tax collectors, politicians, rabbis, young, and old, we try again and 

again to do the same here at Redeemer.  Our hope is that you will feel the love our Creator God, in Christ 

Jesus, and by the Holy Spirit, offers you this and every day.  If there is anything I can be doing for you, 

just ask. -Peace, Pastor Austin.  

We welcome children with open arms and delight in having them participate in Worship as they are able. 

However, if parents choose, they may leave their infants and/or children up to 6 years of age with the 

nursery attendants. 

 

Holy Communion. The Table of the Lord is open for all to receive Holy Communion. During 

Communion, come forward as directed by the ushers.  You may receive the Communion bread and then 

either drink from the single common cup or dip your bread into either the red wine or white grape juice 

from the assistant holding two chalices.  If you are unable to come forward, please notify an usher, and 

Communion will be brought to you at your seat.  Anyone who does not wish to receive Communion may 

come forward to receive a blessing. 

 

As Members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, 

we are marked with the cross of Christ forever. We are claimed, gathered, and sent 

for the sake of the world. This is the mission statement of the ELCA. As members 

of the ELCA, we believe that we are freed in Christ to serve and love our 

neighbor. With our hands, we do God’s work of restoring and reconciling 

communities in Jesus’ name throughout the world. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marcia Cooper, Director of Music                                Austin Propst, Pastor 
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 L U T H E R A N  S E R V I C E  O F  W O R S H I P  
 

 
 

~ GATHERING ~ 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE              Light Dawns on a Weary World          -- arr. M. Burkhardt 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                                                        
 

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ One God,  

who comes to wake us from sleep, 

who leads us into the light of grace. 

Amen. 
 

Let us prepare the way of the Lord 

by confessing our sin against God and neighbor. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

God of all time, 

We confess that we have not prepared 

for your merciful reign among us. 

We ignore our neighbors in need 

and fail in the labor of justice and peace. 

In your mercy forgive us. 

Grant us wisdom to welcome your light 

and to seek the things that will endure 

until Christ comes again in glory. Amen. 
 

Comfort, O comfort my people,  

says your God. 

In ☩ Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven 

and all things are made new. 

Rejoice in this good news!  

Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN      People, Look East                                  Hymn 248 
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ADVENT WREATH BLESSING           

Come Now, O Prince of Peace 

 

 

GREETING                                                                       p. 147 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

And also with you. 

 

KYRIE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY                                                     

Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in your coming, 

that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your way; through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

~ WORD ~ 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 35:1-10 
The prophet describes the return from the Babylonian captivity as a joyous procession to Zion. 

God’s coming reign will bring a renewal of creation in which health and wholeness will be 

restored. There is no need for fear, for God is coming to save. 

 

 
1
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 

  the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 

 like the crocus 
2
it shall blossom abundantly, 

  and rejoice with joy and singing. 
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 The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 

  the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 

 They shall see the glory of the LORD, 

  the majesty of our God. 

 

 
3
Strengthen the weak hands, 

  and make firm the feeble knees. 

 
4
Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 

  “Be strong, do not fear! 

 Here is your God. 

  He will come with vengeance, 

 with terrible recompense. 

  He will come and save you.” 

 

 
5
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

  and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 

 
6
then the lame shall leap like a deer, 

  and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 

 For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 

  and streams in the desert; 

 
7
the burning sand shall become a pool, 

  and the thirsty ground springs of water; 

 the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 

  the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 

 

 
8
A highway shall be there, 

  and it shall be called the Holy Way; 

 the unclean shall not travel on it, 

  but it shall be for God’s people; 

  no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 

 
9
No lion shall be there, 

  nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 

 they shall not be found there, 

  but the redeemed shall walk there. 

 
10

And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, 

  and come to Zion with singing; 

 everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 

  they shall obtain joy and gladness, 

  and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 
Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God. 
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PSALMODY: Luke 1:46b-55 
 

 
 

46b
My soul proclaims the greatness | of the Lord, 

  
47

my spirit rejoices in | God my Savior, 

 
48

for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your | lowly servant. 

  From this day all generations will | call me blessed: 
 

49
you, the Almighty, have done great | things for me 

  and holy | is your name. 

 
50

You have mercy on | those who fear you, 

  from generation to | generation. R 
 

51
You have shown strength | with your arm 

  and scattered the proud in | their conceit, 

 
52

casting down the mighty | from their thrones 

  and lifting | up the lowly. 
 

53
You have filled the hungry | with good things 

  and sent the rich | away empty. 

 
54

You have come to the aid of your | servant Israel, 

  to remember the prom- | ise of mercy, 
 

55
the promise made | to our forbears, 

  to Abraham and his chil- | dren forever. R 

SECOND READING: James 5:7-10 

In anticipation of the Lord’s coming, Christians are called upon to cultivate patience rather than 

discontent. 

7
Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious 

crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. 
8
You also 

must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near. 
9
Beloved, do not 

grumble against one another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the 

doors! 
10

As an example of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the 

name of the Lord. Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

 

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 

GOSPEL: Matthew 11:2-11 

John the Baptist expects the Messiah to bring God’s judgment upon the earth. From a prison cell, 

he wonders whether Jesus is the one who will do this. 

 
2
When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples 

3
and said 

to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” 
4
Jesus answered them, 

“Go and tell John what you hear and see: 
5
the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers 

are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 
6
And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” 

  
7
As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into 

the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 
8
What then did you go out to see? 

Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 
9
What then 

did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 
10

This is the one about 

whom it is written,  

 ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 

  who will prepare your way before you.’ 
11

Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; 

yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON                                                                             
 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn           Hymn 242 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH:  THE APOSTLE’S CREED            p. 105 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION          

 Each prayer petition ends with 

 . . . let us pray. 

 Have mercy, O God. 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you.                      

 

~ MEAL ~ 
 

OFFERING 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. During 

this time, the table is set. After the offering is gathered, the assembly stands. Bread, wine, money, 

and other gifts may be brought forward. 

 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM  Light Dawns on a Weary World             -- arr. M. Burkhardt 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

Savior of the nations, come. Make your home here in us. Feed us with your love, 

that our faith shine ever new and our lives reveal your light. Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING                      p. 107 
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

and praise to you…we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  

 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

LORD'S PRAYER  

                                                          

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
 

COMMUNION 
 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen. 
 

COMMUNION SONG 
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COMMUNION HYMNS   All Earth Is Hopeful                       Hymn 266 
                                           He Came Down                        Hymn 253 
                                                                              

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray. 

God for whom we wait, you come to us in the broken bread and the cup we share. 

Make us ready always to welcome Christ into our hearts, and send us forth to be your people in 

the world, announcing your coming among us in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

~ SENDING ~ 

BLESSING 
May Christ, the Sun of righteousness, shine upon you and scatter the darkness from before your 

path. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN          Joy to the World                     Hymn 267 
DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude:     Tell Out My Soul                     -- arr. Paul Manz 
Liturgies and hymns are from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 

#24392. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 

rights reserved. 

Come, Now, O Prince of Peace; text and music Geonyong Lee. Used by permission under AF License #24392.  Now the Silence; text Jaroslav Vajda; music Carl Schalk. ©Hope Publishing Co. 

Used by permission under AF License #24392. 


