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Welcome to each of you here in worship today at Redeemer 

Lutheran Church:  To those over 60—whether you have grown up or 

not—or to the young ones who are growing up too fast, or to those 

whose are in between.  Here in Christ's house, we welcome all: soccer 

dads, NASCAR moms, starving artists, tree-huggers, politicians, 

activists, and couch-potatoes.  We welcome those who have it all 

together in life, those who try, and those who wish they did.  We 

welcome you if you're having difficulties, if you're down in the dumps, or if you're jumping for 

joy in the clouds—we've all been there.  Just like Jesus welcomed the outcast, gloomy, weird, 

rich, poor, tax collectors, politicians, rabbis, young, and old, we try again and again to do the 

same here at Redeemer.  Our hope is that you will feel the love our Creator God, in Christ Jesus, 

and by the Holy Spirit, offers you this and every day.  If there is anything I can be doing for you, 

just ask.  -Peace, Pastor  

We welcome children with open arms and delight in having them participate in Worship as they 

are able. However, if parents choose, they may leave their infants and/or children up to 6 years of 

age with the nursery attendants. 

 

Holy Communion. The Table of the Lord is open for all to receive Holy Communion. During 

Communion, come forward as directed by the ushers.  You may receive the Communion bread 

and then either drink from the single common cup or dip your bread into either the red wine or 

white grape juice from the assistant holding two chalices.  If you are unable to come forward, 

please notify an usher, and Communion will be brought to you at your seat.  Anyone who does 

not wish to receive Communion may come forward to receive a blessing. 

As Members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, 

we are marked with the cross of Christ forever. We are claimed, gathered, 

and sent for the sake of the world. This is the mission statement of the 

ELCA. As members of the ELCA, we believe that we are freed in Christ 

to serve and love our neighbor. With our hands, we do God’s work of 

restoring and reconciling communities in Jesus’ name throughout the 

world. 

 

Marcia Cooper, Director of Music              Pastor Austin Propst 

 

Serving Today: 

Lectors:  Barry Proctor, Crystal Hurd 

Speakers:  Pastor Austin, Ellen Miller, Curt Rutherford, Lisa Weatherly 

Instrumentalists:  Anne Proctor, Jaron Weatherly 

Handbell Choir 

Redeemer Choir 
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LESSONS AND CAROLS FOR ADVENT 

SAVIOR OF THE NATIONS, COME: 

THE WORLD PREPARES FOR CHRIST'S BIRTH 

Our worship service today is patterned after the Anglican Christmas 

festival of Nine Lessons and Carols.  Our service today incorporates 

lessons and hymns -- not for Christmas, but for Advent, as we await the 

coming of Emmanuel, "God with Us."  Through readings and song, we 

focus on the ancient prophecies from Isaiah, the visit by the angel Gabriel 

to the virgin Mary, and the prophecy of Zechariah.  The readings are 

printed in the bulletin.  You will need your hymnal for the hymns, some of 

which are sung by the congregation and some designated for "Choir."    

Let us experience the ancient prophets' hope and expectation as we 

prepare to welcome the Savior, who brings salvation, peace, and love to a 

weary world. 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE         Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence           arr. John Behnke 

      . . . Handbell Choir . . . 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS           
      
Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ One God, 

who comes to wake us from sleep, 

who leads us into the light of grace. 

Amen. 

 

Let us prepare the way of the Lord 

by confessing our sin against God and neighbor. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination. 
 

God of all time, 

we confess that we have not prepared for your merciful reign among us. 

We ignore our neighbors in need and fail in the labor of justice and peace. 

In your mercy forgive us.  Grant us wisdom to welcome your light 

and to seek the things that will endure until Christ comes again in glory. Amen. 



4 
 

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 

In ☩ Jesus Christ your sins are forgiven 

and all things are made new. 

Rejoice in this good news! 

Amen. 

 

*GATHERING HYMN    Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers           HYMN 244 

     

ADVENT WREATH BLESSING  Come Now, O Prince of Peace 
 

 

 
 

 

DIALOGUE 
 

Hear, O heavens, and listen, O earth. 

Let the earth hear, and all that fills it. 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 

the desert shall rejoice and blossom. 

They shall see the glory of the Lord, 

the majesty of our God. 

Nations shall come to your light, 

and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 

This is the Lord for whom we wait; 

let us be glad and rejoice in the salvation of God. 
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OPENING PRAYER 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
Let us pray. 
 

O Lord our God, you break into our world with messages of comfort, peace and joy. 

Renew our strength as we wait for your coming.  Shine your light for those who live in 

darkness.  Establish your peace throughout the earth.  Prepare our hearts for the birth of 

your Son, Jesus Christ, the Savior of us all.  Amen. 
 

 

FIRST READING:   Verses from John 1, Numbers 24, Isaiah, and Jeremiah, read as 

 part of the choir anthem, "The King Shall Come" 
 

Following a brief silence for prayer and meditation: 
 

I will wait for the Lord, 

and I will hope in God who saves us. 

 

FIRST CAROL:         The King Shall Come         arr. Robert Hobby 

. . . Choir . . . 
 

  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word  

 was God. 

 He was in the beginning with God.  All things came into being through 

 him, and without him not one thing came into being. 

 In him was life, and the life was the light of all people.  The light shines in the 

 darkness,. . .  (John 1:1-3a, 4-5a) 
 

 . . .a star shall come out of Jacob, and a scepter shall rise out of Israel. . . 

 One out of Jacob shall rule and have dominion. . .  (from Numbers 24:17, 19) 
 

 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 

 those who have lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined. 

      (Isaiah 9:2) 
 

 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, 

      when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, 

 and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, 

      and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 

 And this is the name by which he will be called:  "The Lord is our righteousness." 

      (Jeremiah 23:5, 6b) 



6 
 

 

SECOND READING:  Isaiah 11:1-9 
 
1
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 

 and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 

 
2
The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 

 the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

 the spirit of counsel and might, 

 the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 

 
3
His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

 He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

 or decide by what his ears hear; 

 
4
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

 and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

 and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

 
5
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 

 and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 

 
6
The wolf shall live with the lamb, 

 the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

 the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 

 and a little child shall lead them. 

 
7
The cow and the bear shall graze, 

 their young shall lie down together; 

 and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

 
8
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 

 and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den. 

 
9
They will not hurt or destroy 

 on all my holy mountain; 

 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 

as the waters cover the sea. 
 

Following a brief silence for prayer and meditation: 
 

I will wait for the Lord, 

and I will hope in God who saves us. 
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CHOIR ANTHEM:   A Shoot Shall Come Forth   Richard Horn 

                                                     . . . Choir . . . 

 
 A shoot shall come forth out of Jesse, and a bud shall grow out of his roots. 

 The spirit of life shall be with him, the spirit of wisdom and truth. 

  Then the lamb shall lie down with the leopard, and the lion eat straw with the ox, 

  For the hand of a child shall lead them to the peaceable kingdom of God. 
 

 From out of the wells of salvation will he draw us the water of life; 

 His waist shall be girdled with justice, the heart of his heart shall be Love. 

  Then the lamb . . . 
 

 He'll come from the end of his heaven, and the earth shall be torn from its place; 

 Our lives shall be filled with his radiance as flood-waters cover the sea. 

  Then the lamb . . . 

 

THIRD READING:  Isaiah 40:1-5 
 

1
Comfort, O comfort my people, 

 says your God. 

 
2
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 

 and cry to her 

 that she has served her term, 

 that her penalty is paid, 

 that she has received from the LORD's hand 

 double for all her sins. 

 
3
A voice cries out: 

 "In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, 

 make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

 
4
Every valley shall be lifted up, 

 and every mountain and hill be made low; 

 the uneven ground shall become level, 

 and the rough places a plain. 

 
5
Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 

 and all people shall see it together, 

 for the mouth of the LORD has spoken." 
 

Following a brief silence for prayer and meditation: 
 

I will wait for the Lord, 

and I will hope in God who saves us. 
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THIRD CAROL   Comfort, Comfort Now My People                      HYMN 256 
     

FOURTH READING:   Isaiah 40:9-11 
 
9
Get you up to a high mountain, 

 O Zion, herald of good tidings;  

 lift up your voice with strength, 

 O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,  

 lift it up, do not fear; 

 say to the cities of Judah, 

 "Here is your God!" 

 
10

See, the Lord GOD comes with might, 

 and his arm rules for him; 

 his reward is with him, 

 and his recompense before him. 

 
11

He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 

 he will gather the lambs in his arms, 

 and carry them in his bosom, 

 and gently lead the mother sheep. 
Following a brief silence for prayer and meditation: 
 

I will wait for the Lord, 

and I will hope in God who saves us. 

 

FOURTH CAROL        Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus               arr. Robert Hobby 

                                                   . . . Choir . . . 

 

FIFTH READING:  Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
 
1
The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 

 because the LORD has anointed me; 

 he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 

 to bind up the brokenhearted, 

 to proclaim liberty to the captives, 

 and release to the prisoners; 

 
2
to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor, 

 and the day of vengeance of our God; 

 to comfort all who mourn; 

 
3
to provide for those who mourn in Zion —  
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 to give them a garland instead of ashes, 

 the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 

 the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 

 They will be called oaks of righteousness, 

 the planting of the LORD, to display his glory. 

 
4
They shall build up the ancient ruins, 

 they shall raise up the former devastations; 

 they shall repair the ruined cities, 

 the devastations of many generations. 

 
8
For I the LORD love justice, 

 I hate robbery and wrongdoing;  

 I will faithfully give them their recompense, 

 and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 

 
9
Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 

 and their offspring among the peoples; 

 all who see them shall acknowledge 

 that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed. 

 
10

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 

 my whole being shall exult in my God; 

 for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 

 he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

 as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 

 and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

 
11

For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 

 and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 

 so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 

 to spring up before all the nations. 

 
Following a brief silence for prayer and meditation: 
 

I will wait for the Lord, 

and I will hope in God who saves us. 
  

FIFTH CAROL   O Come, O Come, Emmanuel     HYMN 257 

 

SIXTH READING:   Luke 1:26-38 
26

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 

Nazareth, 
27

to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. 

The virgin's name was Mary. 
28

And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! 
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The Lord is with you." 
29

But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what 

sort of greeting this might be. 
30

The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 

have found favor with God. 
31

And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 

and you will name him Jesus. 
32

He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most 

High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 
33

He will reign 

over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." 
34

Mary said to 

the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" 
35

The angel said to her, "The Holy 

Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 

therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 
36

And now, your 

relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for 

her who was said to be barren. 
37

For nothing will be impossible with God." 
38

Then Mary 

said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word." Then 

the angel departed from her. 

 
Following a brief silence for prayer and meditation: 
 

I will wait for the Lord, 

and I will hope in God who saves us. 

 

SIXTH CAROL       The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came       HYMN 265 

 

SEVENTH READING:   Luke 1:68-79 
 

 
68

"Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 

 for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them. 

 
69

He has raised up a mighty savior for us 

 in the house of his servant David, 

 
70

as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 

 
71

that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us. 

 
72

Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, 

 and has remembered his holy covenant, 

 
73

the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, 

 to grant us 
74

that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, 

 might serve him without fear, 
75

in holiness and righteousness 

 before him all our days. 

 
76

And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 

 for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 

 
77

to give knowledge of salvation to his people 

 by the forgiveness of their sins. 
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78

By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us, 

 
79

to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,  to guide our feet 

into the way of peace." 
 

Following a brief silence for prayer and meditation: 
 

I will wait for the Lord, 

and I will hope in God who saves us. 
 

SEVENTH CAROL   Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah      HYMN 240 
 

RESPONSIVE PRAYER 
 

 O Lord our God, be gracious to us: 

 we wait for you. 

 Dispel the darkness, 

 that all nations may come to your light. 

 Establish your peace on the earth; 

 join our voices to sing your praise. 

 Comfort the sick and weary; 

 renew their strength and power. 

 O Lord our god, come to us, 

 that the earth may behold your glory.  Amen. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

OFFERING 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.  During 

this time, the table is set. After the offering is gathered, the assembly stands.  Bread, wine, money, 

and other gifts may be brought forward.  
 

CHOIR ANTHEM    Creator of the Stars of Night          arr. Nancy Raabe
  

OFFERTORY HYMN          He Came Down         HYMN 253 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS    Lost in the Night                       arr. Valerie Floeter 

. . . Anne Proctor, flute . . .  

      Love Divine, All Loves Excelling     HYMN 631 
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THE LORD'S PRAYER 
 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

BLESSING 
 

Thus say the Lord: Maintain justice, and do what is right, 

for soon my salvation will come, 

and my deliverance be revealed. 

Savior of the nations, come! 

Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

  

SENDING HYMN                Savior of the Nations, Come     HYMN 263 
 

Stanza 1:  Choir 

Stanzas 2-6:  All 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE     Veni, Emmanuel           arr. Robert Powell 
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