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Redeemer Lutheran Church 
As redeemed disciples of Christ, we strive to  

GROW spiritually, LOVE unconditionally, and SERVE faithfully 
 

S e r v i c e  o f  H o l y  C o m m u n i o n  
B a p t i s m  o f  O u r  L o r d  

J a n u a r y  8 ,  2 0 1 7 | T i m e  A f t e r  E p i p h a n y  

First Sunday of Chris Sunday of Christmas  

 
 
 

672 Island Road, Bristol, Virginia 24201 
276-466-2950 | office@redeemerbristol.org 

www.redeemerbristol.org 
 

http://www.redeemerbristol.org/
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Welcome to worship here at Redeemer Lutheran Church:  

To those over 60—whether you have grown up or not—or to the young ones 

who are growing up too fast, or to those who are in between.  Here in Christ's 

house, we welcome all: soccer dads, NASCAR moms, starving artists, 

tree-huggers, politicians, activists, and couch-potatoes.  We welcome those 

who have it all together in life, those who try, and those who wish they 

did.  We welcome you if you’re having difficulties, if you’re down in the 

dumps, or if you’re jumping for joy in the clouds—we’ve all been there.  Just like Jesus welcomed the 

outcast, gloomy, weird, rich, poor, tax collectors, politicians, rabbis, young, and old, we try again and 

again to do the same here at Redeemer.  Our hope is that you will feel the love our Creator God, in Christ 

Jesus, and by the Holy Spirit, offers you this and every day.  If there is anything I can be doing for you, 

just ask. -Peace, Pastor Austin.  
 

We welcome children with open arms and delight in having them participate in Worship as they are able. 

However, if parents choose, they may leave their infants and/or children up to 6 years of age with the 

nursery attendants. 

 

Holy Communion. The Table of the Lord is open for all to receive Holy Communion. During 

Communion, come forward as directed by the ushers.  You may receive the Communion bread and then 

either drink from the single common cup or dip your bread into either the red wine or white grape juice 

from the assistant holding two chalices.  If you are unable to come forward, please notify an usher, and 

Communion will be brought to you at your seat.  Anyone who does not wish to receive Communion may 

come forward to receive a blessing. 

 

 

As Members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, 

we are marked with the cross of Christ forever. We are claimed, gathered, and sent 

for the sake of the world. This is the mission statement of the ELCA. As members 

of the ELCA, we believe that we are freed in Christ to serve and love our 

neighbor. With our hands, we do God’s work of restoring and reconciling 

communities in Jesus’ name throughout the world. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marcia Cooper, Director of Music                                Pastor Austin Propst 
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L U T H E R A N  S E R V I C E  O F  W O R S H I P  
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE    Pastorale on “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright”          -- M. Burkhardt 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS                                                        
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who stretches out the heavens, 

who sends light to the nations, 

who gives breath to us all. 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin 

in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

Loving God, 

we confess that we have turned from your way 

to follow our own ways. 

Forgive us for the times 

we have spoken or acted too quickly; 

we have not spoken or acted at all; 

we have hurt those closest to us; 

we have hurt those we have yet to know; 

we have thought more about ourselves than others; 

we have thought less of ourselves than we ought. 

Turn us around, and give us a fresh start, 

so that we can live again as your children. Amen. 
 

Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right. 

Even when we have messed up, God puts us together. 

God’s love never runs out. 

God never tires of calling us beloved children. 

Hear God say to you now: 

Your sins are forgiven, 

for the sake of ☩ Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

 

GATHERING HYMN:        O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright!                 Hymn 308 
 

GREETING                                                                      

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed 

him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful to their calling to be your 

daughters and sons, and empower us all with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

~ WORD ~ 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 42:1-9 

God’s servant Israel is endowed with the Spirit in order to bring justice to the nations. The 

servant will not exercise authority boisterously or with violence, nor will weariness ever keep it 

from fulfilling its task. God’s old promises have been fulfilled; the new assignment of the servant 

is to bring light to the nations. 

 
1
Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 

  my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 

 I have put my spirit upon him; 

  he will bring forth justice to the nations. 

 
2
He will not cry or lift up his voice, 

  or make it heard in the street; 

 
3
a bruised reed he will not break, 

  and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; 

  he will faithfully bring forth justice. 

 
4
He will not grow faint or be crushed 

  until he has established justice in the earth; 

  and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 
    5

Thus says God, the LORD, 

  who created the heavens and stretched them out, 

  who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 

 who gives breath to the people upon it 

  and spirit to those who walk in it: 

 
6
I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness, 

  I have taken you by the hand and kept you; 

 I have given you as a covenant to the people, 

  a light to the nations, 

  
7
to open the eyes that are blind, 

 to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 

  from the prison those who sit in darkness. 

 
8
I am the LORD, that is my name; 

  my glory I give to no other, 

  nor my praise to idols. 

 
9
See, the former things have come to pass, 
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  and new things I now declare; 

 before they spring forth, 

  I tell you of them. 
 Word of God. Word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 29

 

1
Ascribe to the | LORD, you gods, 

  ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength. 

 
2
Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due God’s name; 

  worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness. 

 
3
The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders; 

  the LORD is upon the | mighty waters. 

 
4
The voice of the LORD is a pow- | erful voice; 

  the voice of the LORD is a | voice of splendor. R 

 
5
The voice of the LORD breaks the | cedar trees; 

  the LORD breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon; 

 
6
the LORD makes Lebanon skip | like a calf, 

  and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox. 

 
7
The voice | of the LORD 

  bursts forth in | lightning flashes. 

 
8
The voice of the LORD| shakes the wilderness; 

  the LORD shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh. R 

 
9
The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the | forests bare. 

  And in the temple of the LORD all are | crying, “Glory!” 

 
10

The LORD sits enthroned a- | bove the flood; 

  the LORD sits enthroned as king for- | evermore. 

 
11

O LORD, give strength | to your people; 

  give them, O LORD, the bless- | ings of peace. R 

SECOND READING: Acts 10:34-43 

Peter crosses the sharp religious boundary separating Jews from Gentiles and proclaims the 

good news of God’s inclusive forgiveness in Jesus’ name to Cornelius, a Roman centurion. As a 

result of Peter’s preaching, Cornelius and his family become the first Gentiles to be baptized in 

the name of Jesus Christ. 
34

Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God shows no 

partiality, 
35

but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 
36

You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is 

Lord of all. 
37

That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that 

John announced: 
38

how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; 

how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was 
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with him. 
39

We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to 

death by hanging him on a tree; 
40

but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 
41

not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank 

with him after he rose from the dead. 
42

He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify 

that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 
43

All the prophets testify 

about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

Word of God. Word of life.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 

GOSPEL: Matthew 3:13-17 

Before Jesus begins his ministry, he is baptized by John, touched by the Spirit, and identified 

publicly as God’s child. 
13

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 
14

John would have 

prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 
15

But Jesus 

answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” 

Then he consented. 
16

And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, 

suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove 

and alighting on him. 
17

And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom 

I am well pleased.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON                                                                             
 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized           Hymn 304 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH:  THE NICENE CREED       
 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION          

Each prayer petition ends with 

 . . . Hear us, O God – Your mercy is great  
 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.                      
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OFFERING 
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. During 

this time, the table is set. After the offering is gathered, the assembly stands. Bread, wine, money, 

and other gifts may be brought forward. 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM  O Living Breath of God             -- arr. John Helgen 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN Spirit of Gentleness, stanza 1      Hymn 396

   

OFFERING PRAYER 

Merciful God, receive the gifts we bring, our selves, our time, and our possessions. Through this 

meal unite us as your body, shining with the light of your justice and mercy; for the sake of him 

who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING                     

 
 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

and praise to you…we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

LORD'S PRAYER                                                           

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
 

COMMUNION 
 

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. Amen. 
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COMMUNION SONG 

 

 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS  Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters           Hymn 445 
                                           In the Singing                                                    Hymn 466 
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
O Morning Star, fair and bright, you have refreshed us again with heavenly food. You are our 

dearest treasure. Go with us now—today, tomorrow, every day—that we tell the story of your 

never-ending love and sing your praise both now and forever. Amen. 
 

BLESSING 

The God of glory dwell in you richly, name you beloved, and shine brightly on your path; and the 

blessing of almighty God, the Father, the ☩ Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain 

with you always. Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN   Songs of Thankfulness and Praise                 Hymn 310 

 

DISMISSAL 
    

Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.  Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE:   Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized                  -- J.S. Bach 

 
Liturgies and hymns are from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 

Liturgies Annual License #24392. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 

America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 


