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October 23, 2016       

Readings, Hymns, & Announcements  

 

 

Serving Today:          Laura Doughty, Assisting Minister and Lector  
 

PRELUDE:             Prelude on “Kingsfold”                      -- arr. Valerie Floeter 
                                               Katie Vanover, trumpet 
 

GATHERING HYMN:       How Small Our Span of Life             Hymn 636 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Holy God, our righteous judge, daily your mercy surprises us with everlasting forgiveness. 

Strengthen our hope in you, and grant that all the peoples of the earth may find their glory 

in you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22 

In a time of drought, the people pray for mercy, repenting of their sins and the sins of their 

ancestors. They appeal to God to remember the covenant, to show forth God’s power, and to heal 

their land by sending life-giving rain. 

 

 
7
Although our iniquities testify against us, 

  act, O LORD, for your name’s sake; 

 our apostasies indeed are many, 

  and we have sinned against you. 

 
8
O hope of Israel, 

  its savior in time of trouble, 

 why should you be like a stranger in the land, 

  like a traveler turning aside for the night? 

 
9
Why should you be like someone confused, 

  like a mighty warrior who cannot give help? 

 Yet you, O LORD, are in the midst of us, 

  and we are called by your name; 

  do not forsake us! 

 

 
10

Thus says the LORD concerning this people: 

 Truly they have loved to wander, 

  they have not restrained their feet; 

 therefore the LORD does not accept them, 
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  now he will remember their iniquity 

  and punish their sins. 

 

 
19

Have you completely rejected Judah? 

  Does your heart loathe Zion? 

 Why have you struck us down 

  so that there is no healing for us? 

 We look for peace, but find no good; 

  for a time of healing, but there is terror instead. 

 
20

We acknowledge our wickedness, O LORD, 

  the iniquity of our ancestors, 

  for we have sinned against you. 

 
21

Do not spurn us, for your name’s sake; 

  do not dishonor your glorious throne; 

  remember and do not break your covenant with us. 

 
22

Can any idols of the nations bring rain? 

  Or can the heavens give showers? 

 Is it not you, O LORD our God? 

  We set our hope on you, 

  for it is you who do all this. 

 

Word of God. Word of life.  

Thanks be to God. 

PSALM: Psalm 84:1-7 

 

 
1
How dear to me is your dwelling, 

  O LORD of hosts! 

 
2
My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the LORD; 

  my heart and my flesh rejoice in the | living God. 
 

3
Even the sparrow has found a home, and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young, 

  by the side of your altars, O LORD of hosts, my king and my God. 

 
4
Happy are they who dwell in your house! 

  They will always be praising you.  
 

5
Happy are the people whose strength is in you, 

  whose hearts are set on the pilgrims’ way. 

 
6
Those who go through the balsam valley will find it a place of springs, 

  for the early rains have covered it with pools of water. 
 

7
They will climb from height to height, 

  and the God of gods will be seen in Zion.  
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SECOND READING: 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 

The conclusion of this letter to a young minister offers a final perspective on life from one who is 

now facing death. Though others have let him down, Paul is sure of his faith in the Lord, who has 

stood by him and lent him strength. 

 
6
As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, and the time of my departure has come. 

7
I 

have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 
8
From now on there is 

reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give me on 

that day, and not only to me but also to all who have longed for his appearing. 

 

  
16

At my first defense no one came to my support, but all deserted me. May it not be counted 

against them! 
17

But the Lord stood by me and gave me strength, so that through me the message 

might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued from the lion’s 

mouth. 
18

The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and save me for his heavenly kingdom. 

To him be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Word of God. Word of life.    

Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL: Luke 18:9-14 

The coming reign of God will involve unexpected reversals of fortune with judgment rooted in 

mercy. Jesus tells a parable in which the one who humbles himself is exalted and the one who 

exalts his own righteousness is humbled. 

 
The holy gospel according to Luke.  

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
9
[Jesus] also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and 

regarded others with contempt:
10

“Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the 

other a tax collector. 
11

The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus, ‘God, I thank you 

that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 
12

I fast 

twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.’ 
13

But the tax collector, standing far off, would not 

even look up to heaven, but was beating his breast and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 
14

I tell you, this man went down to his home justified rather than the other; for all who exalt 

themselves will be humbled, but all who humble themselves will be exalted.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY:  Love Divine, All Loves Excelling    Hymn 631 
 

ANTHEM:           My Song in the Night              -- arr. Paul Christiansen 

         Erika Loudy, soloist 
 

COMMUNION HYMNS:  O God of Love, O King of Peace            749 
                                         O Lord, Hear My Prayer                                   751 
     

SENDING HYMN:           You Are the Way                Hymn 758 

 

POSTLUDE:           You Are the Way                         -- arr. Mark Sedio 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Readings for next week: Jer 31:31-34; Ps 46; Rom 3:19-28; John 8:31-36 

 

The flowers in the chancel are given to the glory of God and in celebration of Martha Ann and 

Paul Hurley's 54th Wedding Anniversary. 

 

You are invited!  Family Promise of Bristol will host an interdenominational service on to at 4 

p.m. at Redeemer Lutheran Church to honor the contributions and accomplishments of the 

organization and its faith-based and community resource partners. Immediately following the 

service, guests are invited to attend a “birthday party” for Family Promise of Bristol and enjoy 

complimentary cake and beverages. The event is open to the public and free to attend; however, 

donations in support of Family Promise of Bristol are welcome. 

 

Reformation Service, October 30, 4:00 p.m., at Grace Lutheran Church, Rural Retreat.   

Conference gathering to follow! A note from our Highlands Dean, Pastor Jonathan Hamman: It 

is very important that leadership from each congregation attend this gathering. We will hear from 

Elizabeth about the bishop transition, fill out a survey, and perhaps even have the good Bishop 

among us. We will also vote on some Conference spending. Please plan to be there (I know it’s a 

long day) and bring as many folks in leadership positions as possible!  

 

The Harvest Fest (we are combining the Fall Festival and the Hootenanny) will be held in the 

Fellowship Hall on Saturday, November 12, beginning at 5 pm. Come join the 

“country-fair-themed” evening of frivolity, food, and fellowship. More information is 

forthcoming, or contact Lisa F. Weatherly or Marcia Cooper. 

 

Serving Next Week:  Anne Pratt Proctor, Assisting Minister  

Crystal Hurd, Lector 

Jaron Weatherly, Altar Guild 


