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heavens and descended onto Jesus to proclaim that the reign of God is 
near.   

 In the gospels, the accounts of Luke and Mark record the voice as 
addressing Jesus by saying "You are my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased,” while in Matthew the divine voice addresses all those who were 
gathered on the banks of the River Jordan, saying "This is my beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleased." (Matthew 3:13–17; Mark 1:9–11; Luke 3:21–23).   

 Consequently, who knows if the voice was heard only by Jesus or if all the 
onlookers heard God’s declaration. Either way, I believe that the same Spirit 
descended upon us in our own baptism.  The same hallowed voice 
proclaimed to us, “This is my child, in whom I am well pleased.”  And this, 
sisters and brothers, is something to celebrate!  This is the gift we should 
recognize and rejoice in every year when our baptism anniversaries come 
around.   

 So, when were you baptized?           
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Bishop Eaton Addresses President Trump’s Refugee Executive Order 
CHICAGO (Jan. 30, 2017) – The Rev. Elizabeth A. 
Eaton, presiding bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America (ELCA), has issued a pastoral 
message addressing President Trump's executive 
order to restrict entry by refugees and visitors into the 
United States from seven predominately Muslim 
countries. 

 Eaton's message follows. 

 January 30, 2017 

Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. Yesterday, we heard 
these words in the Gospel reading from Matthew 5:1-12, the beginning of 
Jesus' Sermon on the Mount. In the Beatitudes, Jesus lays out a vision for 
life in God's realm, characterized by seeing those who are often most 
disregarded, including the meek, the mourning and the peacemaker, as 
bearers of God's blessing. Over the coming weeks, we will continue to 
hear this Gospel, including Jesus' call for his disciples to be carriers of 
God's light and hope and reconciliation to a world deeply in need of them. 

In this spirit, earlier last week I communicated with the Trump 
administration asking that it not stop the U.S. refugee admissions program 
or stop resettlement from any country for any period of time. The Bible 
calls us to welcome the stranger and treat the sojourner as we would our 
own citizens.  

… continued on page 2 

From the Pastor 
 I recently received a letter from someone that 
was a member here at Redeemer beginning in 
the 1940’s until her family left the area many 
years later.  In her letter she was interested in 
finding out her baptismal date.  Turns out she was 
baptized on March 29, 1942.  Amazingly this was 
the same date I was baptized just a few years 
later in 1981.  Baptism is a gift, an eternal 
endowment given by God, and initiated by the 
Holy Spirit —  the same Spirit that opened the 
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Bishop Eaton…  continued from page 1 

I agree with the importance of keeping our country secure as the administra-
tion stated in its executive order last Friday, but I am convinced that tempo-
rarily banning vulnerable refugees will not enhance our safety nor does it 
reflect our values as Christians. Instead, it will cause immediate harm by 
separating families, disrupting lives, and denying safety and hope to broth-
ers and sisters who are already suffering. 

Refugees being resettled in the United States have fled persecution be-
cause of their race, religion, nationality, political views and/or associations. 
They wait for years for the chance to go home. But sometimes, there is no 
home for them to go back to. We know from our partners at Lutheran Immi-
gration and Refugee Service (LIRS) that only 1 percent of all refugees are 
chosen for resettlement. 

People of faith helped start and still sustain the refugee resettlement pro-
gram in the United States following World War II. As Lutherans, many of our 
ancestors faced the pain of having to flee their homes and the joy of being 
welcomed in new communities across the United States. As we have done 
throughout history, millions of Lutherans across the country honor our 
shared biblical values as well as the best of our nation's traditions by offering 
refuge to those most in need. We are committed to continuing ministries of 
welcome that support and build communities around the country and stand 
firmly against any policies that result in scaling back the refugee resettle-
ment program. 

We must offer safety to people fleeing religious persecution regardless of 
their faith tradition. Christians and other religious minorities suffer persecu-
tion and rightly deserve protection, but including additional criteria based on 
religion could have discriminatory effects that would go against our nation's 
fundamental values related to freedom of religion.  

I invite ELCA congregations into learning, prayer and action on behalf of 
those who seek refuge on our shores. The ELCA "Social Message on Immi-
gration," AMMPARO strategy and LIRS resources are good places to start. 
You can also make a donation to Lutheran Disaster Response. Those who 
have been part of resettling refugees or have their own immigration experi-
ence have important stories to share with their communities and testimony 
to make. I also encourage you to consider adding your voice by calling your 
members of Congress to share your support for refugees and using online 
advocacy opportunities through current alerts at ELCA Advocacy and LIRS. 

In Matthew 25:35, Jesus said, "I was a stranger and you welcomed me." Our 
Lord not only commanded us to welcome the stranger, Jesus made it clear 
that when we welcome the stranger into our homes and our hearts – we wel-
come him. 

God's peace, 

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton  
Presiding Bishop 

Relay 2017 : 

 April 29, 2017 

 Starts at noon.  
Ends at 9pm 

 Held at Washington 
County Fairgrounds 

 This is Redeemer’s 
19th consecutive year! 

Relay for Life News 
  Thank you to everyone who supported our latest 
Relay for Life Fundraiser, a spaghetti lunch on 
January 22.  Thanks to everyone who made and 
brought food, everyone who helped set up and clean 
up, and everyone who generously donated over 
$1150 to benefit the American Cancer Society.   
 
 If anyone is interested in joining our team or 
helping in any way, please let me know.  All are 
welcome!!  Thanks again to all as we work together 
to find a cure for this  terrible disease. 

 Take care and God bless, 
 Kristin Mullins 
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Bits and Pieces... 
The Martha Circle, WELCA, will meet on 
Monday February 6 at 7:00 p.m.  Martha 
Ann Hurley will be the hostess and 
Charlotte Taff will have the 
program.  All ladies of the church are 
invited to attend.  Please join us to find out 
all the interesting church and community 
projects that we are involved with. 
 
Meals on Wheels teams delivered 46 meals in January. The meal 
consisted of chicken patties with white gravy, mashed potatoes, green 
beans, rolls and dessert.  Many thanks to  Shirley Hill, Roxie Maiden, 
and Kristin Mullins for providing the food. Thanks to our drivers and 
deliverers: Patsy Tauscher and John Taff, Howard Johnson and Paul 
Hurley,  Kristin Mullins and Frank Leach, Carol Callanan and Ellen 
Miller, and Cliff Ferris and Martha Ann Hurley. Special thanks to 
Muneen Stenberg and Shirley Hill for clean-up.   

For more information on our Meals on Wheels program, or to get involved, 
click here. 
 
Pastor Nadia Bolz Weber, the founding pastor of the 
House for All Sinners and Saints (HFASS) will speak 
on Thursday, February 16 at 7pm at Central 
Presbyterian Church. HFASS is an ELCA mission 
church in Denver, Colorado.  Pastor Nadia is a leading 
voice in the emerging church movement and the author 
of the New York Times bestselling memoir Pastrix: The 
Cranky Beautiful Faith of a Sinner & Saint.  Her most 
recent book, Accidental Saints: Finding God in All the 
Wrong People is also a New York 
Times bestseller.  The event is sponsored by the King 
University  Institute for Faith and Culture and is free 
and open to the public.  All are welcome! 

 

We are seeking a couple of booster seats for our young, up-and-coming 
church members who like to participate in potluck dinners but can’t yet reach 
the table.  These will also be useful when we host families for dinner during 
Family Promise week.  If you happen to have a booster chair going unused, 
please consider donating it to the church. You can place it under the coat 
rack in the Narthex.  We’ll get them into the Fellowship Hall in time for our 
next dinner.  Many thanks for your thoughtfulness. 
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Congregational Calendar for February 2017 



ACTS is the Virginia Synod’s “Ambassadors Community for Theological 
Study.” The program is intended to enrich and equip laity for intentional ser-
vice as ambassadors for Christ in homes, churches, and in their communi-
ties. It provides comprehensive exposure to the foundations of Lutheran faith 
through classroom and experiential education. 

Join with other Lutherans across the Virginia Synod on March 11th and April 
1st for the Spring 2017 ACTS course. Hear Rev. Dave Delaney present an 
introduction to the Old Testament, providing participants a broad view of the 
history of Ancient Israel and how their scriptures came to be. 

Ellen Miller is our ACTS Ambassador at Redeemer, and she would love 
to tell you more about the program.  For more information, or to register for 
the Spring ACTS course, click here.  
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Church Calendar Quips: 
Does it seem like a while since we celebrated Epiphany?  On the day of 
Epiphany, practically a month ago now, the church celebrated the revelation 
of Christ to all nations as represented by the magi who come to worship 
Jesus. The words to “We Three Kings” have since faded, and the nativities 
have been tucked away for next year. 
 
Our church calendar recognizes the season of Epiphany from January 6 
until the last Sunday before Ash Wednesday which is celebrated as the 
Transfiguration of our Lord. The length of the season of Epiphany varies 
and is determined by working backwards through the season of Lent from 
the moveable date for the celebration of Easter.   Here’s how that works: 
 
Easter Sunday was designated by the Council of Nicaea in A. D. 325 as 
"the first Sunday after the full moon on or after the vernal equinox" (the day 
in the spring when day and night are equal in length).   
 
Advent always covers four Sundays, and Lent is always forty days long. 
The Epiphany season, however, lasts as long as it takes to move us from 
January 6 to Ash Wednesday. A late Easter, and hence a late  
Ash Wednesday, means that our Epiphany season is longer than usual. An 
early Easter means a shorter Epiphany season.  
 
Whether long or short, the Epiphany-tide serves as the bridge between 
Christ's birth and passion. In the same way Christians today do whatever is 
necessary to invite the world to dwell within the mystery of Christ's death 
and resurrection. It is there that the world's salvation lies, and therein we 
dwell also. Keep this in mind during this Epiphany season and proclaim 
God's saving love to all you meet. 
 
 

… compiled from various sources 
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Prayer Concerns in the Community 
 
Ina Ruth Bounds, mother of Nancy Rutherford 
Faye Carr, recuperating at home 
Ginger Dinsmore 
David Ford 
Warren James 
Patty Liggett, receiving treatment for breast cancer 
Liz Murray 
Chuck Parsell 
Dot Remine 
Margie Sherman, mother of Judy Lambert 
Sullins Willett 
 
Condolences to Dave and Laura Doughty, on the death of Barbra Doughty, Dave’s mother. 

======== 
 
To share a request for prayer or to update a concern on the list, please call the church office 
(276-466-2950) or send email to the church office (office@redeemerbristol.org).  Ordinarily, 
concerns for prayer will be maintained on this list until updated or removed.  Please contact 
the church office to renew or remove a concern. 

If your need is for confidential prayer, please contact Pastor Austin at (276-644-7626). 

If Pastor Austin or the office is unavailable, contact Mark Lambert at (757)-343-7503. 

The Good News is the monthly newsletter of Redeemer Lutheran Church, a parish 
of the Highlands Conference of the Virginia Synod in the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of America. 

 

As members of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America, we are marked with the cross of Christ forever.  
We are claimed, gathered, and sent for the sake of the 
world.  This is the mission statement of the ELCA.  As 
members of the ELCA, we believe that we are freed in 
Christ to serve and love our neighbor.  With our hands, 
we do God’s work of restoring and reconciling communi-
ties in Jesus’ name throughout the world.   

 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 
672 Island Road 
Bristol, VA 24201 

www.redeemerbristol.org 

Like us on Facebook and follow us on Instagram @RedeemerBristol 
 

Church Office is open 8:30-12:30 Monday through Thursday. 
276-466-2950 voice 
office@redeemerbristol.org 

 
  Pastor Austin Propst 
  pastoraustin@redeemerbristol.org 
  276-644-7626 

 


